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The Trump administration has opened an online portal where businesses can file their claims for
refunds on the tariffs they paid under the emergency powers that the Supreme Court has since ruled

unconstitutional.

In February, the Supreme Court found President Trump's executive order imposing tariffs under the

International Emergency Economic Powers Act of 1977 violated Congress's taxing power under the

Constitution. The administration has since begun using other statutory authorities to justify tariffs on
other countries, although those too are facing court challenges. In the meantime, the administration

announced last month that it was building a portal where companies would be able to apply for

refunds on the tariffs they had already paid.

The portal, operated by U.S. Customs and Border Protection, opened on Monday, although it has
reportedly already experienced some glitches and error messages on its first day of operation. The
CAPE system (short for Consolidated Administration and Processing of Entries) is designed to
consolidate refunds of IEEPA duties, including interest, rather than processing refunds on an entry-
by-entry basis, according to the website. This is only the first phase, and CBP plans to add more

functionality in later phases for more complicated scenarios.

"April 20 is effectively the kickoff of the '|IEEPA refund process," said Luis Abad, tax principal, trade
and customs, at KPMG's Washington national tax office, in a statement. "The Supreme Court has
ruled, the CAPE system is now live, and billions in deemed 'unlawful' tariffs are available for recovery.
Importers that move quickly with diligent and accurate data-backed CAPE Declarations could see
cash refunds in as little as 60 to 90 days. But this is not simply a box-checking exercise: the data
gathering and validation process is exacting, CBP's compliance scrutiny will be rigorous, and mistakes
can be costly. The real winners will be the companies using technology-enabled recovery strategies to

capture every eligible dollar and optimize cashflow while minimizing work and risk."
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Importers of record and customs brokers can file a CAPE Declaration using a.CSV file through their
web-based ACE Secure Data Portal account rather than using an Automated Broker Interface to file a

CAPE Declaration, according to the CBP web page.

"There are basically four components to the CAPE system," said Jon Barooshian, a partner at the law
firm Saul Ewing in Boston, during an interview last month. "There's the claim portal, where brokers
and importers of record will enter data for each and every product they've imported. It's going to be a
massive amount of data because each container and box has to get logged in separately. Then the
claim portal will make sure the data was input correctly, and if so, it goes into what's called their mass
processing system to verify the data. And then it goes into the review and liquidation or reliquidation
component, which is basically designed to strip away the IEEPA coding from each claim. And then the
final part is where, once that's done, they recalculate your refund, or what you actually owe at the

end of the day. And they're trying to do this for about $170 billion worth of product."

Al for CFOs: A guide for accountants who support CFOs and financial leaders

Al is shifting CFOs to forward strategy. Accountants are essential partners for
successful adoption.

PARTNER INSIGHTS FROM INTUIT QUICKBOOKS

CBP said importers and authorized brokers should anticipate that valid IEEPA refunds will generally
be issued within 60 to 920 days following acceptance of the CAPE Declaration, unless a compliance
concern requires further CBP review. "However, certain scenarios, such as entries that are extended,
suspended or under review, and warehouse entries, will maintain their liquidation status with

validated refunds issued at liquidation," according to the website.

Barooshian noted that the government generally has a year to "liquidate" a claim, a process in which
it canreview it and decide if the claim is valid or if the importer owes more money. When the

government liquidates a claim, the importer then has 180 days to file an administrative protest that
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allows them to preserve their right to challenge the amount of the tariff. Once importers file a
protest, then they have two years before they need to file a claim in the Court of International Trade

for arefund.

"For many business owners, tariffs have been among the biggest — if not the biggest — operating
challenge they have faced over the last several years," said Charles Clevenger, a principal at UHY, a
Top 50 Firm based in Michigan. "Thus, the possibility of tariff refunds has certainly been welcome
news. However, recovering these funds has opened an additional layer of questions around what the

process will actually look like, what is needed to file and how long it will take — among other things."

Clevenger said it's imperative for importers and brokers who are requesting IEEPA duty refunds

through CAPE have the following in place:

An ACE Portal account: Importers of Record and authorized brokers must have an established ACE

Secure Data Portal account.

Refund banking information: Refund recipients must use the ACE Portal account to provide bank

account information so CBP can issue electronic refunds.

A CAPE Declaration: The IOR or authorized broker must submit the CAPE Declaration through the
ACE Portal.

"Refund eligibility and refund readiness are not the same," said Clevenger. "Although it is a simplified
electronic refund system, hurdles like incomplete portal access, missing bank information or
unorganized data can significantly hinder the receipt of your refund. Start preparing your ACE

account before CAPE Phase 1 begins."

Michael Cohn
1 Editor-in-chief, AccountingToday.com

https://www.accountingtoday.com/news/us-opens-portal-for-tariff-refund-claims 4/9


https://www.accountingtoday.com/author/michael-cohn

4/21/26, 9:24 AM US opens portal for tariff refund claims | Accounting Today

Michael Cohn, editor-in-chief of AccountingToday.com, has been covering business and technology for
a variety of publications since 1985. Prior to... Read full bio

a in X =

For reprint and licensing requests for this article, click here.

TAX TARIFFS INTERNATIONAL TAXES TRUMP ADMINISTRATION SCOTUS

https://www.accountingtoday.com/news/us-opens-portal-for-tariff-refund-claims 5/9


https://www.accountingtoday.com/author/michael-cohn
https://info.wrightsmedia.com/arizent-licensing-and-reprints
https://www.accountingtoday.com/tag/tax
https://www.accountingtoday.com/tariffs
https://www.accountingtoday.com/tag/international-taxes
https://www.accountingtoday.com/tag/trump-administration
https://www.accountingtoday.com/organization/scotus
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjst_NAiy6FQI6IgsR5IStdwmZ6EZUxjYCwkTQkziDDEkIYsMcgyWjZK_ASldJasCA_If5DO8n-Haneh3Rva0o_ZnIDgGcUHkqWqjV2zpSHyQM1f0NnQ3S8lEkFUNa_IX9EmQCt978Gxof3CoK9KejtTxBGQkiUFGwjKQ0PC45uUKbwl4A8fbUhjNFgoYQIteXHyRHbpD8ywuR1xDtMkseuZKFcLWAxsRlo3kmhKnXgPFOVuzHG8V7p3LiB14mLNV1QXKiNCeu36wsGyROmMjCsEU0Y8_jPjTro8KQZ3iTMnRqcvTRcypJ-MHdfyvuAwioucvHcUEfemy1b6AfxR4MKO7_f4BnkZ7UI_QuYiho47tURbNb2dMjX-YowTNnMNTqwludNV7tLQv7-3PavU5gUtqT840n4VvjA&sai=AMfl-YRQoGeIY6vebm7k1tlgp3asczn09NaFnSXnU7FBafvH-0OTrasIMUzZFHgrFSPzV-8fKco6fOlgo4xqYWfmaaLfVpy1O6vWriw1Fiq4Juj6QGA1A_EcKAIRU8kYtdDNdZ45phwx1XJ7GOxg8ivOY7Jy3gyCBKUIBNAXdwvFRPU4eIZ61F_FbhnQOl25IEiWpn5rx2Y-ToafSNkcu6GbyElucLMm4BFMPipWtc3qdlJ78zPDJGV2ElEClOa1p0AHk4IlH1zR8xdGfTg80NUK6yjYCYVLm-Y5yIMp7u_1rDtSqQ1KKNj_xwqM0cY8mUWVyu_iDlmy&sig=Cg0ArKJSzEZ0xG1O54FS&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://macem.org/independent-study-credit-conversion-programs.aspx%3Futm_source%3Daccountingtoday.com%26utm_medium%3Dbanner%26utm_campaign%3Dspring2026%2BCPA%2Bcredit%2Bbanner&nm=2
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjst_NAiy6FQI6IgsR5IStdwmZ6EZUxjYCwkTQkziDDEkIYsMcgyWjZK_ASldJasCA_If5DO8n-Haneh3Rva0o_ZnIDgGcUHkqWqjV2zpSHyQM1f0NnQ3S8lEkFUNa_IX9EmQCt978Gxof3CoK9KejtTxBGQkiUFGwjKQ0PC45uUKbwl4A8fbUhjNFgoYQIteXHyRHbpD8ywuR1xDtMkseuZKFcLWAxsRlo3kmhKnXgPFOVuzHG8V7p3LiB14mLNV1QXKiNCeu36wsGyROmMjCsEU0Y8_jPjTro8KQZ3iTMnRqcvTRcypJ-MHdfyvuAwioucvHcUEfemy1b6AfxR4MKO7_f4BnkZ7UI_QuYiho47tURbNb2dMjX-YowTNnMNTqwludNV7tLQv7-3PavU5gUtqT840n4VvjA&sai=AMfl-YRQoGeIY6vebm7k1tlgp3asczn09NaFnSXnU7FBafvH-0OTrasIMUzZFHgrFSPzV-8fKco6fOlgo4xqYWfmaaLfVpy1O6vWriw1Fiq4Juj6QGA1A_EcKAIRU8kYtdDNdZ45phwx1XJ7GOxg8ivOY7Jy3gyCBKUIBNAXdwvFRPU4eIZ61F_FbhnQOl25IEiWpn5rx2Y-ToafSNkcu6GbyElucLMm4BFMPipWtc3qdlJ78zPDJGV2ElEClOa1p0AHk4IlH1zR8xdGfTg80NUK6yjYCYVLm-Y5yIMp7u_1rDtSqQ1KKNj_xwqM0cY8mUWVyu_iDlmy&sig=Cg0ArKJSzEZ0xG1O54FS&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://macem.org/independent-study-credit-conversion-programs.aspx%3Futm_source%3Daccountingtoday.com%26utm_medium%3Dbanner%26utm_campaign%3Dspring2026%2BCPA%2Bcredit%2Bbanner&nm=2
https://www.accountingtoday.com/author/michael-cohn
https://twitter.com/mikecohnat
mailto: michael.cohn@arizent.com
https://www.linkedin.com/in/micohn

4/21/26, 9:24 AM US opens portal for tariff refund claims | Accounting Today

TRENDING

1 Short seller targets AQR backer over tax-loss harvesting
2 Tech news: Xero announces Xero OS
3 SEC's power to recoup illicit profits challenged at Supreme Court

4 The 2026 Fastest-Growing Firms

https://www.accountingtoday.com/news/us-opens-portal-for-tariff-refund-claims 6/9


https://ad.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsv13mgzfJh4iA7PU-5Sbo39PN5hcoCPePatgMsTjtn32PTzriABrVfHLoG2MAMn217dNIv040QfrcVRikGXnziPvIlEbBxcGE5v89-EWf4CuIpN7hOLSj3jKX9wDsvqDjIVXOqhJfzWChgCVoHpQ9o0zgMAU-7ZOrZVZMcGsIEJuBaAEsPOuk1Dla168gMBQvl8ySTG453rpDvCyPZFq1u9bTJvwS3cGAGzl-ym8FopvC23QX0SfmnrXXC-bRjfxClDAw78gfqE_woX5xa_D_a6nwY2Y65TSkZIvoxQM-a_7rVU2M57obmxCfLlvwQ_dBifb-Yas9FRZqn0-UIJMorqpHu9NcS9y0pVncmGo78EXQJH6trNTi7NXyoLpNpAGBt-GYLZ2mIdWnX1HpZquN6d16V6pcAeEE0jqzNi3dsQwbweMYfkH9WSnrdwWRVDsHbjQ4Rn9JzCTuIytlhcHd8KnZNSjU__oTrAa7sJvtUuND0eI8xPqpf5HouHrw2XttdikuSwEHevxH1ZiDuo0W8KoCP1ziYt8DZaIl0s9NyCanD92SQNLjqeejzX6_wTPKoeuaoGFfxnBNlA8DqOGBGz7Iv4GruYJ5pTgJWdXo_Q85o5DPEJqAYL0As5tTv8r2Cx7neyXFwgEocjWzzM4MB5ppDBnFaZ484tonsnYqKP_877-oMsp5iuWzpFHmb8ITpcdARSqinFTaPRLkQiDge8Vx3m6UWhSNi0uByRHARB56UkpDswLPlra0o20-mzBIu6sagbvP-q0-ySkFPn1_yNi9eVqg4G0NyErtTd_vPaQ-1YiwDdKjbwGaS8JDEFf8B3B1JRkR8uJA8oKUjl1S3mpGgVjFJZ0Y_31fsKBlzU30fHAisbyz8oaxd2sMlYs3mmjczSbuxlhIz7tN3IUWg8RRII6l3oqsrAN3YAqe6PGb95jIrK9uewFSeiD4sxY-ygm9aA1Fnr-woTYULfTw&sai=AMfl-YQaBQjdrBSkXDf4r1bpGfrAUIeibTG6b4FHeadKMOzEb8_4LOrkt5erip0q5OMHyLZiFgYH6dJA2YDeYDcOtmW_0mnqQkPmE9NyDmfwlngqzyltxea-SRZT_jNK6Y3aTmd6Oknxw9hEiLMAaTlUckV5JteB_a9Ty0sChkFO_lj0ymjlT4M8EazYg2i2qJGkwtn7b_FB39ZoBU6w6-3TpFeIV_4k9bYdf2H7jF8mbg9F6w-uTyj2ksN2xcT_n3MyRY4ceQ4u33TTRoY5VNCxe4NqxtWfc_WAcfbKFJS-p5JSA7TRdl7x_Pm_H_C_EYINRZEzwTk&sig=Cg0ArKJSzNciZ27zUXd1&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&crd=aHR0cHM6Ly9hdmFsYXJhLmNvbQ&urlfix=1&adurl=https://www.avalara.com/us/en/index.html%3FcampaignID%3D701Uz000019fAVZIA2%26utm_campaign%3DAMER_PROS_Banner_General-Contact_04_2026_Accounting-Today%26marketing_channel%3Ddisplay%26vendor%3Ddv360%26paid_unpaid%3Dpaid%26target_audience%3Dprospect%26display_placement%3DAccountingToday%26display_creative_type%3Dwebdisplay%26utm_source%3Ddisplay%26utm_medium%3Dgdn%26dclid%3D%25edclid!%26gad_source%3D7%26gad_campaignid%3D23716090200
https://ad.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsv13mgzfJh4iA7PU-5Sbo39PN5hcoCPePatgMsTjtn32PTzriABrVfHLoG2MAMn217dNIv040QfrcVRikGXnziPvIlEbBxcGE5v89-EWf4CuIpN7hOLSj3jKX9wDsvqDjIVXOqhJfzWChgCVoHpQ9o0zgMAU-7ZOrZVZMcGsIEJuBaAEsPOuk1Dla168gMBQvl8ySTG453rpDvCyPZFq1u9bTJvwS3cGAGzl-ym8FopvC23QX0SfmnrXXC-bRjfxClDAw78gfqE_woX5xa_D_a6nwY2Y65TSkZIvoxQM-a_7rVU2M57obmxCfLlvwQ_dBifb-Yas9FRZqn0-UIJMorqpHu9NcS9y0pVncmGo78EXQJH6trNTi7NXyoLpNpAGBt-GYLZ2mIdWnX1HpZquN6d16V6pcAeEE0jqzNi3dsQwbweMYfkH9WSnrdwWRVDsHbjQ4Rn9JzCTuIytlhcHd8KnZNSjU__oTrAa7sJvtUuND0eI8xPqpf5HouHrw2XttdikuSwEHevxH1ZiDuo0W8KoCP1ziYt8DZaIl0s9NyCanD92SQNLjqeejzX6_wTPKoeuaoGFfxnBNlA8DqOGBGz7Iv4GruYJ5pTgJWdXo_Q85o5DPEJqAYL0As5tTv8r2Cx7neyXFwgEocjWzzM4MB5ppDBnFaZ484tonsnYqKP_877-oMsp5iuWzpFHmb8ITpcdARSqinFTaPRLkQiDge8Vx3m6UWhSNi0uByRHARB56UkpDswLPlra0o20-mzBIu6sagbvP-q0-ySkFPn1_yNi9eVqg4G0NyErtTd_vPaQ-1YiwDdKjbwGaS8JDEFf8B3B1JRkR8uJA8oKUjl1S3mpGgVjFJZ0Y_31fsKBlzU30fHAisbyz8oaxd2sMlYs3mmjczSbuxlhIz7tN3IUWg8RRII6l3oqsrAN3YAqe6PGb95jIrK9uewFSeiD4sxY-ygm9aA1Fnr-woTYULfTw&sai=AMfl-YQaBQjdrBSkXDf4r1bpGfrAUIeibTG6b4FHeadKMOzEb8_4LOrkt5erip0q5OMHyLZiFgYH6dJA2YDeYDcOtmW_0mnqQkPmE9NyDmfwlngqzyltxea-SRZT_jNK6Y3aTmd6Oknxw9hEiLMAaTlUckV5JteB_a9Ty0sChkFO_lj0ymjlT4M8EazYg2i2qJGkwtn7b_FB39ZoBU6w6-3TpFeIV_4k9bYdf2H7jF8mbg9F6w-uTyj2ksN2xcT_n3MyRY4ceQ4u33TTRoY5VNCxe4NqxtWfc_WAcfbKFJS-p5JSA7TRdl7x_Pm_H_C_EYINRZEzwTk&sig=Cg0ArKJSzNciZ27zUXd1&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&crd=aHR0cHM6Ly9hdmFsYXJhLmNvbQ&urlfix=1&adurl=https://www.avalara.com/us/en/index.html%3FcampaignID%3D701Uz000019fAVZIA2%26utm_campaign%3DAMER_PROS_Banner_General-Contact_04_2026_Accounting-Today%26marketing_channel%3Ddisplay%26vendor%3Ddv360%26paid_unpaid%3Dpaid%26target_audience%3Dprospect%26display_placement%3DAccountingToday%26display_creative_type%3Dwebdisplay%26utm_source%3Ddisplay%26utm_medium%3Dgdn%26dclid%3D%25edclid!%26gad_source%3D7%26gad_campaignid%3D23716090200
https://www.accountingtoday.com/articles/short-seller-targets-aqr-backer-over-tax-loss-harvesting
https://www.accountingtoday.com/list/tech-news-xero-announces-xeroos
https://www.accountingtoday.com/articles/secs-power-to-recoup-illicit-profits-challenged-at-supreme-court
https://www.accountingtoday.com/list/the-2026-fastest-growing-accounting-firms

4/21/26, 9:24 AM US opens portal for tariff refund claims | Accounting Today

5 On the move: CBIZ names new CIO/CTO

LEARN MORE

MORE FROM ACCOUNTING TODAY

‘he gap holds steady

Tax season 'progressing smoothly, says IRS v oo e

The Internal Revenue Service is providing 'outstanding service' this : ;}—-____ a—— ==

season, according to CEO Frank Bisignano. a ff =
o Vi

Apr 3,2026 i

IRS creates online tax debt tool

The Internal Revenue Service introduced an online Tax Debt Help
tool, the day after the tax deadline, to help taxpayers understand and
resolve their tax debts.

Apr 16,2026

https://www.accountingtoday.com/news/us-opens-portal-for-tariff-refund-claims 719


https://www.accountingtoday.com/list/on-the-move-cbiz-names-new-cio-cto
https://www.accountingtoday.com/news/tax-season-progressing-smoothly-says-irs
https://www.accountingtoday.com/news/tax-season-progressing-smoothly-says-irs
https://www.accountingtoday.com/news/tax-season-progressing-smoothly-says-irs
https://www.accountingtoday.com/news/tax-season-progressing-smoothly-says-irs
https://www.accountingtoday.com/news/irs-creates-online-tax-debt-tool
https://www.accountingtoday.com/news/irs-creates-online-tax-debt-tool
https://www.accountingtoday.com/news/irs-creates-online-tax-debt-tool
https://www.accountingtoday.com/news/irs-creates-online-tax-debt-tool

4/21/26, 9:24 AM US opens portal for tariff refund claims | Accounting Today

IRS CEO touts successful tax season
despite cutbacks
Frank Bisignano testified on Tax Day during a Senate hearing about

this past filing season and how IRS operations were affected by the
new tax deductions.

Apr 15,2026

4M Trump accounts created so far

Over a million tax-favored accounts are eligible for a $1,000
contribution by the government.

Mar 31, 2026

Treasury gives DHS employees an extra
month for their taxes

Department of Homeland Security staff who are affected by the
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